H ZvvOikn tov Tapaciov (1525): To «Ilp@TéKorio» TS AvTovopiog TOV Aypaemy




2115 apyéc Tov 160v aidva, 1 Ofwuavikr] Avtokpatopia fpiokdtay 610 amdyelo g dvvapung ts. O ZovAeindy
o Meyalompenng (1520-1566) kvPepvovoe éva kpdtog mov £ptave o T teiyn g Biévvng. H Oeccaiia
Bpokdtav vd obwpovikn kvuplapyio edd kot 150 ypdvia. Ta Aypoea, Opmg, mapéuevav avordtakto. To
d0oPato opevOd £00.POC KOl O OKANPOC YOPOKTINPOSG TOV KOTOIKOV £kovayv KAOE oTpOTIOTIKN €KoTpoTEin
e€apetikd damovnpn. AkOpa kot 0 1oyvpdg oTpatnyos Tovpaydv Mméng, Tov eiye VTOTAEEL OAOKANPT TV TEIV
®eoocoiia, anétuye va Ti0acedoel To Aypaga. Ot kdtowkol Tovg NV, OTMG GNUEWOVEL O 10TOPIKOS lmavyng
Owovopoc-Aoyuwtotog, «pitelevbepor, emoétior ko orinpaywyixoiy, GvBpwmol Tov yvapilav and adVEG TMG
va emProvovy kat vo oywvilovtatl 1o fouvo. Emi Zovdeipdy, véa ekotpateio ToV apyloTpatyoL ™ Occcaiiag,
Beidép Beyl macd, anétuye kot mdAl. H Abon mov emedéyn frav Suthopotikn: avti yuo atedeiowtn Kot domavnpn
OTPATIOTIKN TOPOLGIN, KAAVTEPO Lo GVUP®Via oV Ba eEacpdAile oTabepn poporoyia ywpig va amattel Katoyn.
2115 10 Maiov 1525, oto yop1d Tapdot (onuepiviy Avappa Kapditooc), vroypdenke n mepipnun ZovOnk.

To keipevo ™¢ ZvvOnKng, OTMG HETAPPAGTNKE OO TO TOVPKIKO TPMTOTLTO Kol ONUOGIELTNKE TPMTN GOPE TO
1926 and tov 1oTopkd Xpnoto Karokaipvo oty epnuepida «®ecoalikr] Povipy e Kapditoag, £xet og e€1g:
«Amovto. o ywpio Twv AYpagmv aroteAodotv owTovouiay, 1 0molo, O101KEITaL VIO GVUPOVAIOD, EYOVTOS E0paV TV
Tapa. To opomédiov Nepporolews ovouaotny kwuomoinv Neoywpiov. Ovoeuio Tovpkiki] 01k0YEVELD, ETITPETETOL VO
Katoiknon €15 ta ywpio twv Aypopwv, ektog tov Dovapiov. Ol KATOIKOL TV TENIVOV KOI OPEIVOV UEPDV
EMKOIVOVOTIY EAeVOEPS. ExdoTh K01vOTHS TV AYpdpwv vwoypeoital va minpavny i v Yyninv [oAny etnoicog
50 yil. ypoaio- to moaov o€ tovto 0" amooTéAinTor mapd oV EpnuEvoy Loufoviiov o' eumiotov mpoowmov ox'
evleiog e1c v Edopav ¢ evdoupoviog (Kwvortavtivodmoliv). »

Téooepig Nrav ot Pacikol TLADVEG TNG ZuvONKNG:

Ta yopld Tov Aypaewv arotelobcav eviaio avtovopio, oowodpuevn ard ZuppovAto pe £dpa to Neoympt g
Nevpomoing.

Kopio tovpkikn owoyévela dev pmopovoe va Katotknoet povipa oto Aypaga. H povn e€aipeon nrav to Govapt,
0pPOCTLO YEMYPUPIKO GTNV £1G0O0 TNG TEPLOYTS.

Emutpendtav n eledBepn emikovovia peta&h katolikmv opevedv kol Tedvav meploydv, {OTIKNG onuaciog yo
TOVG KTNVOTPOPOVS TOL LETOKIVOUVTOV ETOYIKA LLE TO, KOTAO10, TOVG.

2115 apyéc tov 160v aiwva, n Ofwpavikr Avtokpatopia Bpiokdtay 610 amdyelo g duvaung tg. O ZovAeipdy
o Meyalompenng (1520—-1566) kvPepvovoe éva kpdtog mov £ptave wg ta teiyn g Biévvng. H Oeccaiio
Bprokotav vd obopovikn kvplopyic €0d kot 150 ypovia. Ta Aypoea, Opmg, mapsuevoy avomodtokto. To
dVGPaTo opevd £€30p0G Kol 0 OKANPOG YOPAKTNPOS TOV KOTOIK®V £Kovov KAOE GTPOTIOTIKY eKoTpaTEi
e€apetikd damovnpn. AkOpa kot o 1oyvpds oTpatnyos Tovpaydv Mméng, Tov eiye VITOTAEEL OAOKAN P TNV TEOIVT|
Oeocoiia, anétuye va Ti0acedoel To Aypagpa. Ot kdtowkol Tovg NTav, OT®G CNUEWOVEL 0 16TOPIKOS lmdvyng
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2115 10 Maiov 1525, oto yop1d Tapdot (onuepviy Avappa Kapditsoc), vroypdonke n mepiponun ZovOnk.

To xeipevo g ZovOnKng, dnwe LeTaPPAoTNKE Od TO TOVPKIKO TPOTOTLTO KOl SNUOCIEVTNKE TPMTN POPd TO
1926 amd tov 1oTopkd Xpnoto Karokaipvod otnyv epnuepidon «@ecoaiikr] Povi» e Kapditoag, £xel og e€ng:
«Amovto. o ywpio Twv AYpagmv aroteAodoty owTovouiay, 1 0molo, O10IKEITOL VIO GVUPOVAIOD, EYOVTOS E0PaV TV
mapa 1o opomédiov Nefpomoiews ovouaotyv kwuomoinv Neoywpiov. Ovdeuio. Tovpkiki 01KOYEVELQ ETITPETETAL VO,
Katoiknon &g ta ywpio twv Aypipwv, ektog tov Dovapiov. Ol KATOIKOL TV TEOIVOV KOI OPEIVOV UEPDV
EMKOVWVOOLY EAEVOEPS. Exdatn kotvotns twv Aypapwv vroypeodtor va tinpavny eig v Yyninv IToiny etnoiwg
50 yik. ypoaia- to moaov de tovto 0" amoaréAintar mopd Tov epnuévov Zoufoviiov o1’ eumiotov mpoowmov ox'’
evbeiog e1c v Eopav ¢ evdayuoviog (Kwvetavtivodmoiiv). »

Téooepig Nrav ot Pacikol TLADVEG TNG ZuvONKNG:



Ta yopld Tov Aypaewv aroteloboav eviaio avtovouio, ototkoduevn amd ZopPovito pe £dpa 1o Neoympt g
Nevpomoing.

Kaopio tovpkikn owoyévela dev umopovoe va Katolknoet povipa oto Aypaga. H povn e€aipeon nrav to @ovépt,
0pPOCTLO YEMYPOUPIKO GTNV £1G0O0 TNG TEPLOYNG.

Emutpendtav n eledBepn emikovovia petabd Katolkmv opevedv Kol TESVOV TEPOYDV, (OTIKNG onuaciog yo
TOVG KTNVOTPOPOVE TOL LETAKIVOVUVTOV ETOYIKA LE TO, KOTAO10, TOVG.

The Treaty of Tamasi (1525): The 'Protocol' of the Autonomy of the Agrafa

In the early 16th century, the Ottoman Empire stood at the height of its power. Suleiman the Magnificent (1520—
1566) ruled a state that reached as far as the walls of Vienna. Thessaly had been under Ottoman control for 150
years. The Agrafa region, however, remained unsubdued. Its rugged mountainous terrain and the resilient
character of its inhabitants made any military campaign extremely costly. Even the powerful general Turahan
Bey, who had subdued the entire Thessalian plain, failed to tame Agrafa. Its inhabitants were, as the historian
Ioannis Oikonomos Logiotatos notes, “free-spirited, skillful, and hardened”—people who had known for
centuries how to survive and struggle in the mountains. Under Suleiman, a new campaign led by the commander-
in-chief of Thessaly, Veli Pasha, once again failed. The solution that was ultimately chosen was diplomatic:
instead of maintaining an endless and costly military presence, it was preferable to reach an agreement that would
ensure steady taxation without requiring occupation. On May 10, 1525, in the village of Tamasio (modern-day
Anavra, Karditsa), the famous Treaty was signed.

The text of the Treaty, as translated from the original Turkish and first published in 1926 by the historian Christos
Kalokairinos in the newspaper Thessaliki Foni of Karditsa, reads as follows: “All the villages of Agrafa shall
constitute an autonomy, governed by a council based in the prominent town of Neochori, located near the
Nevropolis plateau. No Turkish family is permitted to reside permanently in the villages of Agrafa, with the
exception of Fanari. The inhabitants of the lowlands and the mountains shall communicate freely. Each
community of Agrafa is obligated to pay the Sublime Porte 50,000 piastres (grosia) annually; this amount shall
be sent by the said Council via a trusted person directly to the Seat of Felicity (Constantinople).”

Four were the main pillars of the Treaty:

The villages of Agrafa formed a unified autonomous entity, administered by a Council based in Neochori of
Nevropolis.

Prohibition of Ottoman settlement: No Turkish family was allowed to permanently settle in Agrafa. The only
exception was Fanari, a geographical landmark at the entrance to the region.

Free movement and communication between inhabitants of mountainous and lowland areas was permitted, which
was vital for shepherds who moved seasonally with their flocks.

Instead of arbitrary and unpredictable tax demands, each community paid a fixed annual sum of 50,000 grosia,
which was sent directly to Constantinople through a trusted envoy of the Council. This direct communication
with the Sublime Porte bypassed local Ottoman officials and ensured stability.

The effects of the Treaty were profound and long-lasting. Without a permanent Ottoman garrison and with a
stable tax system, the inhabitants developed livestock farming and trade, achieving a level of economic self-
sufficiency that was rare for a region under foreign rule. Agrafa also became a refuge for Greeks fleeing Ottoman
oppression elsewhere, continuously reinforcing the region’s spirit of resistance. At the same time, this relative
freedom allowed for the construction of churches and monasteries, which became centers of learning and
preservation of Greek tradition. It also enabled the establishment of renowned schools. The Hellenomouseion of
Agrafa and the schools of Vragkiana, with teachers such as Eugenios Giannoulis the Aetolian and Anastasios
Gordios, kept Greek education alive. In Agrafa, the first and most powerful armatoliki in Greece was formed—a
tradition that passed through generations of armatoloi to Georgios Karaiskakis himself.



It is no coincidence that the Greek War of Independence in Central Greece began in Agrafa—on the exact same
date, May 10, 1821, precisely 296 years after the signing of the Treaty. Three centuries of self-governance,
familiarity with arms, and collective decision-making had prepared the ground.

The British historian George Finlay wrote that the inhabitants of Agrafa “possessed the character of free men,
and excelled in bravery and independence unmatched elsewhere in Greece.” The Treaty of Tamasio is the
document by which this freedom became official.
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