H ZvvOikn tov Tapaciov (1525): To «Ilp@TéKorio» TS AvTovopiog TOV Aypaemy
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H ZuvOnkn tou Tapaciou (1525): To «MpwTtOKOAAO» TNGAuTOoVopiag Twv Aypagpwv

ITIC apxEg Tou 160u alwva, N OBwpavikr Autokpatopla
Bplokdtav oto amoyelo TG Suvapng tnG. O ZoUAElpav o
Meyalompemrig (1520-1566) kuPepvouoe €va KpAtog
mou égtave w¢ ta Ttelxn g Biéwwng. H Oeocoahia
Bplokétav umd obwpavikr kuplapxla €dw kat 150
xpovia. Ta Aypa@a, OpwC, Tapéuevav avumdtakta. To
SUoBato opeLVO €6aPOG KAL 0 OKANPOG XAPAKTAPAG TWV
Katolkwv ékavav KABe OTPATLWILKA  EKOTPATELa
e€alpeTikd Samavnpr. AKOUA Kal O LoXUpPOG oTpaTnyoq
Toupaxdv Mméng, mou eixe UTMOTALEL OAOKANPN TNV
nedvr) @ecoalia, anetuxe va tibacsvoel Ta Aypaga. Ot
KAtolkol TOUC NTaVv, OMWC ONUELWVEL O LOTOPLKOG
Iwdavvng Olkovopoc-AoyLwtatog, «puleAelBepol, emde€iot
Kat okAnpaywytkol», GQvBpwTOL TIOU YVWPL{aV aTo ALWVEG
TWE va €mBLWVOLV Kat va aywvifovtat oto Bouvod. Emi
YOUAElPAY, VEa EKOTPATELO TOU OPXLOTPATNYOU TNG
Oeooaliag, Beirép Beyl maod, amétuye kal TAAL H Avon
TOU EMEAEYN ATAV SLMAWMATLKA: avti yla ateAelwtn Kat
damavnpry OTPATIWTLK Tapoucia, KkaAUtepa pLa
oupwvia ou Ba eEacdAlle otabepr) wopoloyia xwpig
va amattel katoxry. Ztg 10 Malou 1525, 0to XwpLo
Tapdot (onuepwvrp AvdBpa Kapéditoag), umoypdgnke n
neplpnun Zuvenkn.

To Kelpevo TNG ZUVONKNG, OTWG PETAYPACTNKE aMod TO
TOUPKLKO TIPWTOTUTIO KAl SNUOCLEVUTNKE TPWTN Popd To
1926 amd TOV LOTOPLKG Xprioto Kahokaipwé otnv
epnuepida «Beocoaiikn Pwvr» tng Kapditoag, exel wg
€ENG: «Amavia 1a ywpla Twv Aypdpwv amoteAouov
autovouiav, n omola Stotkeltar umé oupPouliou, gyovtog
é6pav tv mapd 1o opomédlov NeBpombAsws ovouaotrv
KwpomoAnv Neoywptov. Ouébeuia TOUPKIKI] OLKOYEVELQ
ETMUTPEMETAL VA KATOLKAoN £L¢ Ta ywpla Twv Aypdpwvy, EKTOG
ToU ®avapiou. Ot KATOLKOL TWV TESIVWVY KAl OPELVWV LIEPWV
EMKOWWVWOLY EAEUBEPWE. EKAOTN KOWVOTNG Twv Aypdpwv
umoypeoUtatl va mAnpwvn £ tnv YynArv MoAnv stnolwg 50
XA ypdata- to moodv 6¢ toUto B' amootéMntal mapd Tou
elpnuévou SupPoudiou 6U' eumiotou mpoowmou am' ubeiag
&L¢ tnv €dpav ¢ eudatpoviag (KwvatavtivoUmoAwy). »
TéooepLg Tav oL Bactkol TUAWVEG TG ZUVBNRKNG:

Ta ywpld twv Aypdewv anotedovoav eviaia avtovopia,
SlotkoUpevn amod TUPBOUALO pe €5pa To NEOXWPL TNG
NEUPOTOANG.

Kapia TOUPKLKI OLKOYEVELA SEV PTIOPOUOE VA KATOLKNOEL
povipa ota Aypaga. H pévn e€aipeon nrtav to davap,
0pOCNUO YEWYPAPLKS OTNV (0080 TNG TEPLOXNG.
Emitpenotav n eAeUBepn emikovwvia petagl Katoikwy
OPEWVWV Kal TESWVWV TEEPLOXWV, {WTLKAG onpactag yta
TOUC KTNVOTPOYPOUC TTOU PJETAKLVOUVTAV ETOXLKA PE TA
KomadLa Toug.

In the early 16th century, the Ottoman Empire stood
at the height of its power. Suleiman the Magnificent
(1520-1566) ruled a state that reached as far as the
walls of Vienna. Thessaly had been under Ottoman
control for 150 years. The Agrafa region, however,
remained unsubdued. Its rugged mountainous
terrain and the resilient character of its inhabitants
made any military campaign extremely costly. Even
the powerful general Turahan Bey, who had subdued
the entire Thessalian plain, failed to tame Agrafa. Its
inhabitants were, as the historian loannis Oikonomos
Logiotatos notes, “free-spirited, skillful, and
hardened”—people who had known for centuries
how to survive and struggle in the mountains. Under
Suleiman, a new campaign led by the commander-in-
chief of Thessaly, Veli Pasha, once again failed. The
solution that was ultimately chosen was diplomatic:
instead of maintaining an endless and costly military
presence, it was preferable to reach an agreement
that would ensure steady taxation without requiring
occupation. On May 10, 1525, in the village of
Tamasio (modern-day Anavra, Karditsa), the famous
Treaty was signed.

The text of the Treaty, as translated from the original
Turkish and first published in 1926 by the historian
Christos Kalokairinos in the newspaper Thessaliki
Foni of Karditsa, reads as follows: “All the villages of
Agrafa shall constitute an autonomy, governed by a
council based in the prominent town of Neochori,
located near the Nevropolis plateau. No Turkish
family is permitted to reside permanently in the
villages of Agrafa, with the exception of Fanari. The
inhabitants of the lowlands and the mountains shall
communicate freely. Each community of Agrafa is
obligated to pay the Sublime Porte 50,000 piastres
(grosia) annually, this amount shall be sent by the
said Council via a trusted person directly to the
Seat of Felicity (Constantinople).”

Four were the main pillars of the Treaty:

The villages of Agrafa formed a unified autonomous
entity, administered by a Council based in Neochori
of Nevropolis.

Prohibition of Ottoman settlement: No Turkish family
was allowed to permanently settle in Agrafa. The
only exception was Fanari, a geographical landmark
at the entrance to the region.

Free movement and communication between
inhabitants of mountainous and lowland areas was
permitted, which was vital for shepherds who moved
seasonally with their flocks.
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The Treaty of Tamasi (1525): The 'Protocol’ of the Autonomy of the Agrafa

Avtl yla auBaipeteg xat ampOBAETTEC POPOAOYLKEG
amaLToELG, KAaBe kowotnTa KATERBAAAE E€TNOLWCG
otabepd mood 50.000 ypooiwv, TOU aAMOOTEAAOTAV
anevbelag otnv KwvotavtvoUToAn pEow €epTioTou
ameotaApevou  tou  ZupBouAiou. H  ameuBelag
eMKowvwvia pe tnv YUnAn MUAN TapEKAPTITE TOTILKOUG
ToUpkoug afLwpaToUuyoug Kat eyyuotav otabepdtnta.
Ol EMMTWOELG TNG ZUVBNKNG NTtav Bablég Kal SLaPKELC.
Xwplg poévipn oBwpavikr) @poupd kat pe otabepn
popoAoyia, oL KATolKoL avémtuEéav Ktnvotpoia Kat
EPTIOPLO, OTIOKTWVTAC OLKOVOULKN] QUTAPKELQ OTavia
yla meploxr) umod &vn kuplapxia. Ta Aypaga €ywvav
enlong katagpuylo yia EAANveg mou égeuyav amod tnv
oBwpavikn katamnieon aAloU, EVIoXUOVTAG CUVEXWG TO
avtilotaolakd Tvelpa tng TepLoxng. MapdAinAa, n
OXETLKN eAeuBepia emETpePe TNV AVEYEPDN EKKANGCLWVY
KOl JOVOOTNPLWY, TIOU €yLVaV KEVTPA YPAUHATWY Kat
dlatrjpnong tng €ANVIKNAG Tapddoong. H OXETKN
eheuBepla emétpede TNV (Spuon ENULOPEVWY OXOAWV.
To EMnvopouceio tTwv Aypd@wv Kal oL OXOAEC ota
Bpayylava, pe ackaAoug 6mwg o Euyéviog MavvolAng
0 AltwAOG kat o Avaotdolog dpdlog, Kpatnoav
Cwvtavy TV eMnvikl Tadsla.  Ita  Aypaga
SNULOUPYNBNKE TO TMPWTO KAL LOXUPOTEPO OPHOATOALKL
NG EMAdag — pla mapddoon mou mépace péoa amd
YEVIEG OpHOTOAWV WG Tov (8lo Tov Tlewpylo
Kapaiokakn.

Aev elvar tuxato 6t n Emavdotaon tou 1821 otn
Zteped EMASa Eekivnoe amd ta Aypaga — Kat paitota
v (Sla akplBwg nuepopnvia, 10 Matou 1821,
akpLBwg 296 xpovia PETA TNV UToypagr] TG ZUVONKNG.
TpeLg awwveg autodloiknong, eEotkelwong pe ta dmia
KaL OUAAOYLKNG amogaong elyav Tpoetolydost To
€dayocg.

O Bpetavog Lotoplkdg George Finlay éypage OtL ol
KATOLKOL TwV Aypa@uwv «&iyov yapaktipa eAeubépwv
avépwy, Kat StEmpemov emi yewatdtntt kat aveéaptnolia un
armavtwon aMayoU t¢ EMdSo¢». H Zuverkn tou
Tapaotiou gival to €yypago mou autr) n eAeubepia €ywve
entonun.

Instead of arbitrary and unpredictable tax
demands, each community paid a fixed annual sum
of 50,000 grosia, which was sent directly to
Constantinople through a trusted envoy of the
Council. This direct communication with the
Sublime Porte bypassed local Ottoman officials and
ensured stability.

The effects of the Treaty were profound and long-
lasting. Without a permanent Ottoman garrison and
with a stable tax system, the inhabitants developed
livestock farming and trade, achieving a level of
economic self-sufficiency that was rare for a region
under foreign rule. Agrafa also became a refuge for
Greeks fleeing Ottoman oppression elsewhere,
continuously reinforcing the region’s spirit of
resistance. At the same time, this relative freedom
allowed for the construction of churches and
monasteries, which became centers of learning and
preservation of Greek tradition. It also enabled the
establishment of renowned schools. The
Hellenomouseion of Agrafa and the schools of
Vragkiana, with teachers such as Eugenios
Giannoulis the Aetolian and Anastasios Gordios,
kept Greek education alive. In Agrafa, the first and
most powerful armatoliki in Greece was formed—a
tradition that passed through generations of
armatoloi to Georgios Karaiskakis himself.

It is no coincidence that the Greek War of
Independence in Central Greece began in Agrafa—
on the exact same date, May 10, 1821, precisely 296
years after the signing of the Treaty. Three centuries
of self-governance, familiarity with arms, and
collective decision-making had prepared the
ground.

The British historian George Finlay wrote that the
inhabitants of Agrafa “possessed the character of
free men, and excelled in bravery and
independence unmatched elsewhere in Greece.”
The Treaty of Tamasio is the document by which
this freedom became official.
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This article was written, described, and translated to
English by the editor of Velouchi magazine, our fellow
Evrytanian Dr. Manthos Stamoulis. He 1s from the
village of Valaora, and resides in Charlotte, North
Carolina.

On the Treaty of Tamasiou (1525) was written and
featured in the Velouchi magazine April-June 2026
1ssue, that is published by the Evrytanian Association
of America "Velouchi"



